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Camille Flammarion, „Un missionnaire du moyen“, 1888
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feynman_sprinkler

https://blog.xkcd.com/2008/09/09/the-goddamn-airplane-on-the-goddamn-treadmill/

https://brilliant.org/wiki/two-envelope-paradox/



Sir Arthur C. Clarke (1917-2008)



Arthur C. Clarke

[1] “Hazards of Prophecy: The Failure of Imagination" in the 
collection Profiles of the Future: An Enquiry into the Limits of 
the Possible (1962, rev. 1973), p. 21.

“The only way of discovering the limits of 
the possible is to venture a little way past 

them into the impossible.” [1] 
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Arthur C. Clarke

[2] “Hazards of Prophecy: The Failure of Imagination" in the 
collection Profiles of the Future: An Enquiry into the Limits of 
the Possible (1962, rev. 1973), p. 36.

“Any sufficiently advanced technology is 
indistinguishable from magic.” [2] 



















Arthur C. Clarke

[3] “Hazards of Prophecy: The Failure of Imagination" in the 
collection Profiles of the Future: An Enquiry into the Limits of 
the Possible (1962, rev. 1973), pp. 14.

“When a distinguished but elderly scientist states that 
something is possible, he is almost certainly right. When 

he states that something is impossible, he is very 
probably wrong.” [3] 



1874: „[...] advised him [Max Planck] to apply his 
talents to a different discipline as it appeared (to von 
Jolly) that all that there was in physics was detailed 
work for second-class minds.“

Philipp von Jolly to young Max Planck

1889: “Fooling around with alternating current (AC) is 
just a waste of time. Nobody will use it, ever.”

Thomas Edison. 

1932: “There is not the slightest indication that 
nuclear energy will ever be obtainable. It would mean 
that the atom would have to be shattered at will.”

Albert Einstein

1981: “No one will need more than 637KB of 
memory for a personal computer. 640KB ought 
to be enough for anybody.” 

Bill Gates 

1992: “The idea of a personal communicator in every 
pocket is a “pipe dream driven by greed.”

Andy Grove, then CEO of Intel. 

2007: “There’s no chance that the iPhone is going to 
get any significant market share.” 

Steve Ballmer

1883: “X-rays will prove to be a hoax.”
Lord Kelvin



Arthur C. Clarke

[4] “Hazards of Prophecy: The Failure of Imagination" in the 
collection Profiles of the Future: An Enquiry into the Limits of 
the Possible (1962, rev. 1973), pp. 36.

"As three laws were good enough for Newton, I have 
modestly decided to stop there". [4]

Sir Isaac Newton’s cat
forgotten hero of science


