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Scientific Engagement 
Within Press & Public Relations  

Press
Public
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•
 

Providing background 
information

•
 

Giving interviews with 
print, online & broadcast 
journalists

•
 

Participating in press & 
PR events

•
 

Supporting to develop a 
public image

•
 

Interacting with the public
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How did scientists engage with the MPP 
Press & Public Relations activities in 
2012 ???
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Exhibition Dt. Museum
Jan.

•
 

Many visitors and positive 
feedback

•
 

“Outstanding cooperation 
project” (Prof. W. Heckl) 
…extension unlimited!!!

•
 

22 Guided tours 2012, 20 people 
per tour

•
 

6 Guided tours by MPP Tour 
Guides

MPP Tour Guides: 
Max Goblirsch, Peter Graf, Sabine 
Irlbeck, Michael Kiefer, Jonas Lindert, 
Sebastian Nowak

Jan.

Fotos: ©

 

Exzellenzcluster Universe
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MPP Media Archive (external/internal)
Jan.

Feb.
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•
 

Based on our Content Management System 
(CMS)

•
 

2 ways to access

–

 

Internet / Intranet
–

 

http/ssh/smb (new interface!)

•
 

Integration with group web pages is possible

•
 

Easy and safe separation of internal/external 
content

•
 

HTML 5 standard, the Open Source successor 
of Flash, for audio/video playback

•
 

Over 13.186 files (40GB) so far:                           
~13.000 images, ~140 videos,                      
~40 print, ~6 audio

Involved: 
T. Aschenbrenner, 
S. Streit, SZ
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8. Int. Particle Physics Masterclasses
Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

•
 

60 high school students

•
 

1 day of particle physics

–

 

Popular scientific talks
–

 

Analysis of ATLAS events

•
 

Sharing of experiences with 
international participants

–

 

Orsay (France) 
–

 

Pisa (Italy) 
–

 

Santiago de Compostela (Spain) 
–

 

Wuppertal (Germany) 
–

 

CERN

Involved: 
T. Aschenbrenner, G. Compostella, 
A. Fischer, T. Hahn, U. Leupold, Maier, 
R. Nisius, F. Simon, S. Schmidl, S. 
Streit, P. Weigell, SZ
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Café & Kosmos

•
 

New location for Munich’s 
first Science Café

•
 

15 Min. presentation

•
 

75 Min. questions & answers

•
 

Monthly (second Tuesday), 
Vereinsheim, Occamstr.  8, 
7:00 PM 

•
 

Between 60 – 80 visitors

MPP speakers 2012: 
F. Simon, D. Lüst/R. Blumenhagen, SZ
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3. Science Slam & Scientific Dialogue
Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

•
 

First live webcast broadcasted 2012
•

 
200 Visitors, 400 requests

•
 

MPG Science Slam Castle Ringberg Sep. 
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Visitor Service
Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

May

•
 

12 Guided tours in 2012 
•

 
Visitor program (2 hours)
–

 
MPG/MPP Introduction (S. Zollinger)

–
 

Popular Scientific Talk
Speakers 2012:
G. Cortiana, P. Graf, J. Lindert, 
B. Majorovits, S. Menke, R. Nisius, 
F. Simon, K. Seidel, S. Stonjek

–
 

Guided Tour:

•

 

Exhibition Foyer: ATLAS-HEC, -MDT, 
MAGIC, cosmic rays

•

 

Mechanics Department 
(T. Haubold, H. Wetteskind)

•

 

Electronics Dep. (D. Fink, S. Hofmann)
•

 

GERDA/GeDet (S. Irlbeck, I. Abt)

THANKS to all for making the 2012 guided tours 
possible!
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Open Day 2012
Jan.
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Mar.

Apr.

May

Jun.
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•
 

More booths than 2007 and 2009
•

 
Utterly sophisticated exhibitions

•
 

Biggest advertisement campaign
•

 
Highest number of talks – 11 talks

•
 

Largest engagement – 174 MPP 
members!

•
 

Max. guided tours, advertised foreign 
language tours, “Kids Tours”

•
 

400 Visitors (~ 2.000 in Oct. 2009)

–
 

Choice of summer weekend due to 
availability of experimental hall

–
 

Second hottest day/year: 32,3 
THANKS to all for making the Open Day 2012 

possible!
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Open Day 2012
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Higgs Search & CERN Seminar 4. July
Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

May

Jun.

Jul.


 

MPG PR special Higgs News Feature


 

„Higgs! Visitor record on MPG 
webpage!!!“
–

 
8.132 visits of MPG webpage (usual 
average 5.000/day)

–
 

22.666 views of Higgs webpage 
(usual average 18.000)


 

Joint press release KET, FSPs, 
DESY, MPP, Helmholtz-Allianz 
•

 
Satisfying: Great impact for German 
particle physics community

•
 

Unsatisfying: Little coverage of 
Bavarian and Munich media

−
 

Unsatisfying: Less visibility of MPP 
nationwide 
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In the Press: STRINGS 2012 
Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

May

Jun.

Jul.
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•
 

2 Press Releases
•

 
2 Press Conferences

•
 

16 Journalists 
•

 
Media Coverage, e.g.

–
 

Bayerischer Rundfunk
–

 
Bild der Wissenschaft

–
 

Deutschlandfunk
–

 
Südwestrundfunk

–
 

Süddeutsche Zeitung
–

 
FAZ Sonntagszeitung 

–
 

Spektrum
–

 
FOCUS Online 

–
 

CERN COURIER
MPP participation: D. Lüst, 

T. Grimm, M. Goldammer, 
C. Nunner, SZ 
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For Public: STRINGS 2012 
Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

May

Jun.

Jul.
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•
 

2 Public talks
•

 
Advertisement campaign

–
 

300 Posters at public places
–

 
160 Posters on public transport

–
 

15.000 City Cards
•

 
750 Visitors

Fotos: ©
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LaTexLaTex

HTMLHTML

CMSCMS

Editor
Administration

MPG

MPP 
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TemplatesTemplates

Input

CMS

Content Management System (CMS)
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•
 

Our CMS contains over 16.900 
content files

•
 

Around 60 content files edited 
per week

•
 

Translation and 
synchronization of 
English/German website

•
 

Creation and improvement of 
group sites as well as IMPRS 
and others

•
 

Press review with interviews  
online (Internet & Intranet)

MPP Internet www.mpp.mpg.de
Jan.
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Traffic on www.mpp.mpg.de
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T. Aschenbrenner, 
U. Leupold, 
A. Erhardt, 
S. Streit, SZ
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Physik Modern
Jan.
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•
 

New collaboration partners since winter 
semster 2012: TU, Excellence Cluster 
Universe and NIM (Nano Initiative Munich) 

•
 

New Corporate Design (poster, flyer, web)

•
 

Five Physik Modern events per semester

•
 

Visitors between 100 and 300

•
 

Speakers last semester :

–

 

Prof. Wolfgang Zinth
–

 

Prof. Simon White
–

 

Prof. Katharina Krischer
–

 

Prof. Werner Becker
–

 

Prof. Dorothee Schaile

Involved: Béla Majorovits, 
T. Aschenbrenner, S. Streit, SZ
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“Higgs Christmas Gifts”
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•
 

MPP Christmas Card

•
 

DPA News Feature “Higgs”

Participation: 
S. Bethke, A. Caldwell, S. Kortner, 
M. Flowerdew, H. Kroha, S. Stonjek, 
SZ
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Press Coverage in 2012
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•
 

10 press releases

•
 

2 MPP press conferences

•
 

40 articles in print media 
including MPP 

•
 

National and international 
media coverage:

–
 

Print
–

 
Online

–
 

Radio
–

 
TV

•
 

All media coverage on 
internal press review: 
http://www.mpp.mpg.de/metanavi/ 
intern/dienstePR/pressespiegel/in 
dex.html

Jan.
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Press & PR Perspective (planned)

•
 

Update exhibition „Evolution of the Universe“

–

 

CRESST animation
–

 

ATLAS/LHC animation and texts (Higgs search)
–

 

Neutrino physics (GERDA/GeDet exhibits?)

•
 

Podcasts

•
 

9. Int. Particle Physics Masterclasses at MPP

–

 

Teacher‘s day for the first time (18.03.2013)
–

 

60 Highschool students (19.03.2013)

•
 

MPP Science Slam & Scientific Dialogue 
(26.06.2013)

•
 

Update MPP brochure and flyer (DE/EN)

•
 

Development of Internet & Intranet

•
 

How about a new MPP group picture?

2013
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Conclusion From the Viewpoint of 
Scientific Engagement 
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Why would (and do) scientists participate in 
communication and outreach activities?

•
 

Majority of academic research is publicly funded 

•
 

Engage with Press & PR for the advancement of science in culture 
and society

•
 

Skills relevant for other areas of your career 

•
 

Scientists gain better awareness of public perception and concern

•
 

Make science of interest and relevant to people’s everyday lives

•
 

Bring personal meaning to your work
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