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The Max Planck Society 

83 institutes in Germany (and the 
Netherlands, Italy, and the USA) with 
~9,000 researchers and ~4,500 doctoral 
researchers in 60 Grad Schools at 80 
institutes 

 
Focus on basic research 

„Insight must precede application“ 
  

3 Sections: 
Biology and Medicine (BMS) 
Chemistry, Physics and Technology (CPTS) 
Humanities (HUM) 



Max Planck PhDnet - Structure 

Founded 2003 

 

Regional Hubs  

 

Work Groups 

 

Representatives at local institutes 

 

Steering Group 



Regional Hubs 

Hanse Hub 

Tübingen-Stuttgart 

Hub 

Frankfurt Area 

Hub 

Köln-Bonn 

Hub 
Göttingen 

Hub Leipzig-Halle 

Hub 

Berlin-Potsdam  

Hub 

Dresden 

Hub 

Munich Hub 



Steering Group 2017 – Thank you! 

Spokesperson 

Leonard Borchert 

 

Section Reps  

Lisa Scheuermann (BM) 

Teresa Hollerbach (HUM) 

Jana Lasser        (CPT; Deputy S.) 

 

Financial Officer 

Gabriel Guerrero 

 

General Secretary  

Rafael Laso Pérez 

 



Agenda 2017 

1.) Build and expand networks 

 - Strengthening PhDnet 

 - N², the Network of Doctoral Researcher Networks 

2.) Equal opportunities & healthy work practices 

 - BGM working group 

 - Diversity management 

3.) Career opportunities 

 - facilitate transitions between academia & „the outside world“ 

 - career fair & workshops 

4.) Compensation & contracts 

 - full pay and full vacation for full work 

 - 2017 PhDnet Survey 



1.1 Networks - Internal 

74 institutes with external representatives elected  

with 50% participation quorum: ~85%.  

(More institutes than in the central works council) 

 

THANKS TO RAFA & THE SECRETARY GROUP! 

 

 

Visions in Science Conference as a unifying effort 

www.visions-in-science.org 

 

Active Working Groups (e.g. Offspring Magazine) 

 

Cooperation with GA, EO-Officers, works council… 



1.1 Visions in Science Conference 



1.1 Visions in Science Conference 



1.1 Offspring Magazine 

www.phdnet.mpg.de/22833/offspring 



1.2 Networks - External 

www.phdnet.mpg.de/N2 



1.2 N² Joint Event 



1.2 N² Joint Event 

Ca. 100 people from the general public from 

37 nationalities -> Berlin Science Week 

 

~150 doctoral researchers at the conference 

 

Poster presentations and art contest, strong  

participation of participants (pub quiz, museum,…) 

 

Truly international & cross-institutional organization 

team 

THANKS TO TERESA! 



1.2 Networks - External 

Participation in meetings of other organizations: 

PromovierendenInitiative 

NGAWiss 

EURODOC 

and more… 

 

THANKS TO JANA, LISA, GABE! 

 

German networks: questions to the political parties  

for the federal elections 

 

 



2. EO & healthy work practices 

Input at meeting of the Presidential Commission 

on equal opportunities 

 

Talk at EO Officer meeting 

 

Founding member of BGM task force 

 

THANKS TO JANA! 

 

Support for doctoral researchers with children 

 

Soft skill seminars („menu“) Link to come out soon! 

THANKS TO JANA, LISA, TERESA! 

 

 

 

 



3. Career Opportunities 

Successful 3rd PhDnet Career Fair  

at Harnack Haus 

 

Before Visions in Science Conference 

 

13 organizations, Alumni Talks 

 

200+ attendees 

 

THANKS TO GABE! 



4. Compensation & Contracts 

Meeting with the President and  

General Secretary 

 

-> 30 vacation days failed at GWK 

-> BUT generally very open to it 

 

-> Complete switch to TVöD currently 

not likely; with increased vacation  

not necessary? 

 

2017 PhDnet Survey as evidence 

Career Service Report 

 

 

 



New Website 
www.phdnet.mpg.de 
https://www.facebook.com/maxplanckphdnet 



Media Coverage 
Max Planck JOURNAL 02/2017 

„Für mehr Kommunikation und Chancengleichheit“ 

 

eLIFE 08/2017 

„Building a network of researchers: N²“ 

https://elifesciences.org/interviews/cd1178cc/n-2 

 

ZEIT Chancen Comment 10/2017 

„Mehr Geld für…? Einen Pakt für Diversität in der Wissenschaft“ 

http://newsletterversand.zeit.de/ov?mailing=2F0QMIYT-GT6QPG&m2u 

 

ZEIT Chancen Interview 10/2017 

„3.5 Fragen an Leonard Borchert“ 

http://newsletterversand.zeit.de/ov?mailing=2FF429L3-W7LK8X 

 

Interview with Jan-Martin Wiarda 11/2017 

„Ministerin Wanka hat Unrecht!“ 

https://www.jmwiarda.de/2017/11/06/ministerin-wanka-hat-unrecht/ 



Perspectives 

Extend & consolidate N² 

 

Continue and extend support of mental health efforts 

 

Develop and implement career service models/ideas 

 

Improve collaboration with Max Planck bodies 

 

Increase visibility 

 

Continue to strive for fair working conditions 

 

Representation of Max Planck Schools? 

 

…? 



THANK YOU! 


